has been associated with production losses in the Australian 58 meat and dairy industry of up to 60% due to abortion and 59 infertility in infected heifers (Clark et al., 1975 (Hum, 2009 ). This can lead to a continuous cycle of infection 65 and infertility which may affect herd pregnancy rates (Clark, 66 1971). New York, USA) inserted into the cranial part of the vagina.
249
The inoculum was then injected into the vagina, and the 250 guinea pig maintained under anaesthesia for a further 5 min. Table 1 . Table 1 ). This strain appeared to be less virulent 474 than the previous strain (258) within the timeframe (7 days) 475 resulting in an increase in the study endpoint to 12 days to 
508
A more recent study into a virulence factor associated with C.
509
jejuni infection, luxS, showed that it had the capability to 510 affect motility, colonization and toxin production, and was 511 directly linked to the bacteria's ability to produce abortion in 512 guinea pig and chicken models (Plummer, 2012 and non-aborting instances (n=4) in groups 1-7 (see Table 1 ).
766
No blood samples were collected in groups 1-3. Table 1 ). 
